
---------- Jephthah 6 years ----------- 

2817a AM, 3526 JP, 1188 BC  
 
371. Jair died and was buried at Camon. {#Jud 10:5}  
 
372. That same year the Ammonites camped in Gilead. The 
Israelites camped in Mizpah, which is also in Gilead. {#Jud 
10:17 11:11} Jephthah the Gileadite was called by the men of 
Gilead to be captain of the host of Israel. He made war upon 
the Ammonites and subdued them. He vowed to God that if 
God would give him the victory, he would offer as a burnt 
offering whatever came from his house to meet him. His 
daughter was unaware of the vow and greeted him first. She 
was offered as a burnt offering to God. Jephthah also killed 
forty-two thousand Ephraimites, who behaved themselves 
insolently toward him. He judged Israel for six years. {#Jud 
11:1-12:7}  
 
Judges 10 
 
9  Moreover the people of Ammon crossed over the Jordan to 
fight against Judah also, against Benjamin, and against the 
house of Ephraim, so that Israel was severely distressed. 
10  And the children of Israel cried out to the LORD, saying, 
"We have sinned against You, because we have both 
forsaken our God and served the Baals!" 



11  So the LORD said to the children of Israel, "Did I not 
deliver you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites and 
from the people of Ammon and from the Philistines? 
12  "Also the Sidonians and Amalekites and Maonites 
oppressed you; and you cried out to Me, and I delivered you 
from their hand. 
13  "Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods. 
Therefore I will deliver you no more. 
14  "Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let 
them deliver you in your time of distress." 
15  And the children of Israel said to the LORD, "We have 
sinned! Do to us whatever seems best to You; only deliver us 
this day, we pray." 
16  So they put away the foreign gods from among them and 
served the LORD. And His soul could no longer endure the 
misery of Israel. 
17  Then the people of Ammon gathered together and 
encamped in Gilead. And the children of Israel assembled 
together and encamped in Mizpah. 
18  And the people, the leaders of Gilead, said to one another, 
"Who is the man who will begin the fight against the people 
of Ammon? He shall be head over all the inhabitants of 
Gilead." 
 
 
 



Judges 11 
 
1  Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valor, 
but he was the son of a harlot; and Gilead begot Jephthah. 
 
30  And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD, and said, "If 
You will indeed deliver the people of Ammon into my hands, 
31  "then it will be that whatever comes out of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the people 
of Ammon, shall surely be the LORD’S, and I will offer it up 
as a burnt offering." 
32  So Jephthah advanced toward the people of Ammon to 
fight against them, and the LORD delivered them into his 
hands. 
33  And he defeated them from Aroer as far as Minnith—
twenty cities—and to Abel Keramim, with a very great 
slaughter. Thus the people of Ammon were subdued before 
the children of Israel. 
34  When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, there was 
his daughter, coming out to meet him with timbrels and 
dancing; and she was his only child. Besides her he had 
neither son nor daughter. 
35  And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he tore his 
clothes, and said, "Alas, my daughter! You have brought me 
very low! You are among those who trouble me! For I have 
given my word to the LORD, and I cannot go back on it." 



36  So she said to him, "My father, if you have given your 
word to the LORD, do to me according to what has gone out 
of your mouth, because the LORD has avenged you of your 
enemies, the people of Ammon." 
37  Then she said to her father, "Let this thing be done for 
me: let me alone for two months, that I may go and wander 
on the mountains and bewail my virginity, my friends and I." 
38  So he said, "Go." And he sent her away for two months; 
and she went with her friends, and bewailed her virginity on 
the mountains. 
39  And it was so at the end of two months that she returned 
to her father, and he carried out his vow with her which he 
had vowed. She knew no man. And it became a custom in 
Israel 
40  that the daughters of Israel went four days each year to 
lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite. 
 
Judges 12 
 
7  And Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the 
Gileadite died and was buried in among the cities of Gilead. 


